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coach Datuk Mohd Bakar says missing Malaysia squad in pre-tournament Hong Kong Trophy training

camp will hurt the team as they need to hit peak fitness levels by next month's Gold Coast
Commonwealth Games. Mohd Bakar said members of the Malaysia squad were tired after the start of
the camp in Guangdong province's Huaian city on Oct 22 and are exhausted after a long road tour.
"We had to make a lot of adjustments for the tournament after training on a different surface and
had to play matches on a new surface," he said yesterday. "We could not practice on that surface

until Sunday's last match before we had to play our first game on it. "We have to be in peak fitness
by January for the Commonwealth Games." Sekolah Negeri Sains Selangor (SNSS) footballer Lee Chia

Kuan, midfielders Muhammad Rizal Farizal and Hendry Ramli, and goalkeeper Muhammad Nur
Farhan Fahmi were withdrawn from the squad on Monday. In a statement, the team management
said that individual injuries had caused them to lose some players. The statement added that the

players were treated for injuries at the Guangzhou People's Hospital on Oct 28. They were released
on Oct 31. However, only Faridul and Nur Farhan are still in South Korea, which is leading the team's
preparation. Three of the players, Farizal, Lee and Rizal, were hospitalised on Tuesday after feeling
unwell at a training camp in Cairnmillar in Kuala Lumpur. The withdrawal of the players leaves the
team with only 10 with Rizal having returned on Wednesday. Barring Rizal, Faridul and Nur Farhan,
who all played in the Malaysia Cup final loss to Perak, the rest of the squad were all in South Korea

for two to three weeks after the Malaysia Cup final. Mohd Bakar said the players who were sent back
will have to play on loan from the football association and pay their own travel costs. The team's first

three matches are against Ghana, New Zealand and Samoa respectively. The Netherlands is the
other
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